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Description of the Survey 
 

Data of the survey were acquired making the sample of the inhabitants 
of Latvia who had gained citizenship of Latvia from 1995 to 2001 when going 
through the naturalization. The total sample size is 404 respondents. The 
direct interviews at the places of respondents’ residence were used a method 
of research.  

Time of survey: March 20 – April 10, 2001. 
Project manager: Brigita Zepa, Ph.D. (sociology) 
 

 
Main Conclusions 
 

Those people who have gained the citizenship of Latvia through 
naturalization are called new citizens. The term is used for the sake of 
convenience to define the group of naturalized citizens but not to oppose 
them to the already existing group of citizens. In order to make compare, the 
survey also uses a group of citizens, which includes all citizens of Latvia 
despite the way they have acquired their citizenship. 

The survey of new citizens is valuable and interesting not only because 
it gives the possibility to compare three groups of the population - citizens1, 
new citizens (citizens who have gained the citizenship of Latvia because of 
naturalization) and non-citizens – their views and opinions, but also because it 
allows to evaluate social policy in the country concerning the citizenship 
issues. The results of the survey also allow disproving the reproach towards 
the new citizens that was expressed about their political choice after the 
municipality elections (2001). 

Because of the naturalization, the new citizens have increased the 
number of the current citizens for 2% from 1995 to 2001. Young people and 
women are comparatively more often among them. 

New citizens can be characterized as a group of population with higher 
socially economic status. There are more economically active people, people 
with higher education, users of modern information technologies, managers, 
self-employed, students among them if compared with the average indicators 
in the country; their income is also higher. 

The motivation of the new citizens to get the citizenship of Latvia, first, 
can be characterized by the desire to strengthen the link between the state 
and society; it is also a desire to gain safety and protection from the state. In 
addition, new citizens care for solving important issues of their life connected 
with work, travel, and ownership of land. An important motive is also the 
expected accession of Latvia to the European Union (65% of new citizens, 
53% of citizens and 55% of non-citizens support it). 

The political choice of new citizens is pluralistic and does not 
correspond to the assumptions that were given by mass media after the 
municipality elections. Data of the survey show that every fourth (26%) of the 
new citizens has voted for the Union “For the person’s rights in a united 
                                                 
1 Data given here and everywhere else about ‘citizens’ and ‘non-citizens’, as well as the ‘average 
numbers in the country’ are taken from the survey “On the Way to a Civil Society, 2000”. 
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Latvia”, every eighth (13%) has voted for the Union of Latvian Social 
Democrats, 8% have voted for the Union “Latvijas ceļš”. Other parties have 
received new citizens’ support more rarely. However, it should be taken into 
account that every fifth has not responded to this question. Similar is also the 
variety of choice that could be expected in Saeima elections: in addition to the 
Union “For the person’s rights in a united Latvia”, new citizens have also 
mentioned Social Democrats and the Union “Latvijas ceļš”.  

 
It is not insignificant that part of new citizens would also vote for the 

Union of the Peasants of Latvia, the union “Tēvzemei un Brīvībai – LNNK”, 
and People’s Party. All this proves the variety of new citizens’ political choice, 
as well as allows evaluating the role of the survey in disproving unjustified 
assumptions. 

  
As to the loyalty towards Latvia as a state, new citizens’ opinion does 

not differ form the citizens’ general opinion: 75% new citizens, which is the 
same number as all citizens have, would be ready to defend the 
independence of Latvia in case it were threatened. 45% of the non-citizens 
have expressed the same opinion. The opinion about the possibility that 
Latvia would join CIS is less popular among new citizens if compared with 
non-citizens: 16% new citizens and 28% non-citizens support it. 

 
New citizens to some extent can be considered an experimental group, 

the research of which allows to make sure about the connections that usually 
are not that brightly exhibited when the society is considered through its usual 
“aspects” - socially demographic characteristics - or when making any 
grouping according to the previously mentioned characteristics. On the one 
hand, we can see that the new citizens are people with higher socially 
economic status, with more initiative and activity, as well as higher self-
evaluation of political competence, but, on the other hand, the survey reveals 
that this group feels less alienated from the state and society, it is 
characterized by higher trust in the main state power institutions, which in 
general in society is low. Thus, analyzing the group, we find the connection: if 
people can successfully solve their professional, career, etc. problems 
important in their life, the attitude towards the state power and other 
institutions becomes more favorable, feeling of alienation decreases, people 
feel able to solve their own problems as well as the ones vital for society. 

People, who can take the responsibility, make their own life, to a less 
degree expect responsibility from the state and are less dissatisfied with it. 
Indirectly we can see how important on a national level it is to facilitate 
person’s capital (education, professional training, availability of information 
technologies, etc.). Indirect gain of such a policy is decreasing the distrust 
towards the state. 

 
Characterizing their emotional feelings, new citizens more often (72%) 

than citizens have said that they feel happy (60% citizens and only every 
other non-citizen have called themselves happy). However, it should be added 
that there are more young people among the new citizens and it is exactly 
they who more often have said about themselves that they feel happy, while 
there are more old people among non-citizens. Socially economic status of 
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new citizens is also higher than the average in the country, which is not an 
insignificant precondition of a person’s emotional feeling. 

 
The survey reveals an interesting fact about the naturalization 

procedure. It turns out that new citizens are the ones who most often value 
the requirements of both the language exam and the history exam as 
acceptable. Exams have been a pleasant surprise for many of them, because 
the requirements had turned to be lower than expected. It shows how 
important it is for the applicants to citizenship to make sure personally about 
the level of requirements in order to prepare for the exams from both aspects 
– learning and psychological. 

 
In general, new citizens have rather good knowledge of Latvian. 70% of 

them could do a job where the knowledge of Latvian is necessary, 22% would 
experience certain difficulties in such situations. (Only every third of the non-
citizens could do a job where the knowledge of Latvian is needed.) New 
citizens are “closer” to the environment of the Latvian language if compared 
with non-citizens. They hear Latvian more often at work and in everyday life, 
in mass media. 

 
New citizens have valued high the attitude and professionalism of the 

employees of the Naturalization Agency, they give positive response about 
the work organization of the Naturalization Agency. 

 
As it is known, the state fee for the naturalization procedure is LVL 30, 

but, in order to go through all the procedure, additional money to cover travel 
costs, expenses for photos, certificates and passport are needed. The survey 
proves that only one third of the new citizens has spent up to LVL 35. The 
others have had more expenses. Every third has spent more than LVL 40 for 
the naturalization procedure. 

 
New citizens more often than other groups of society have expressed 

interest in and support to the integration program of society, considering that it 
is necessary in Latvia and that it should be run by the state.  

In general, it is important to emphasize that, according to the results of 
the survey, the number of the citizens of Latvia has been increased by 
determined and active people. They are people who feel belonging to the 
society of Latvia.  

The survey encourages to evaluate critically the long-lasting (from 1995 
to 1998) limiting age quota for naturalization that limited the possibilities to get 
the citizenship of Latvia for people who had been integrated in the society of 
Latvia and who have positive attitude towards Latvia. It is the matter of social 
losses created by politics. The importance of these losses is often ignored in 
our country.  
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 Results of the Survey 
 
Increase of the number of citizens of Latvia  
   

Since the naturalization of non-citizens was begun in 1995, the number 
of citizens has been increased by 2% by the people who have got citizenship 
of Latvia because of naturalization. Since 1999 when as a result of the 
referendum the quotas of age limits for submitting papers to naturalization 
were abolished, the rate of naturalization has become considerably faster: 
15,853 people applied for naturalization in four years (from February 1, 1995 
to the end of 1998), but 25,875 people did it in two years (from 1999 to 2000). 
Right now most of the population of Latvia consists of citizens (75%), 
approximately one fourth (24%) are residents (non-citizens), but just a small 
number, about 1%, are foreigners who have residence permits. 
 
 
Table 1. Number of people admitted to citizenship of Latvia: 1995 – 2000  

 
Year  Number of the admitted people 
 Total number of the admitted 

people 
Including children below 15 

1995.             984 984             33 33 
1996. 3 016 4000 138 171 
1997. 2 993 6993 167 338 
1998. 4 439 11432 305 643 
1999. 12 427 23 859 2073 2716 
2000. 14 900 38 759 2416 5132 
Total  38 759  5132   
Source: Naturalization Agency of the Republic of Latvia. Data on 01.01. 2001.  
 
Socially demographic characteristics of the new citizens 
 

On average, new citizens are much younger if compared with both all 
the population of Latvia and non-citizens: every third new citizen (30%) is 
below 30 but a little bit more than every tenth (13%) are in the age of 
retirement. There are more women (two thirds) among new citizens. Two 
thirds of the new citizens are Russians, about 13% are Belarussians, 9% are 
Ukrainians, 5% are Lithuanians. Every other new citizen was born in Latvia, 
more than every third new citizen (40%) has lived more than 20 years in 
Latvia.  

We can state that people up to 30, women, those who were born or 
have lived in Latvia more than 20 years have more often tried to get the 
citizenship of Latvia. 

New citizens can be characterized as a group of inhabitants with higher 
socially economic status when compared to the average indicators in the 
country: 60% of new citizens are economically active, 40% of the new citizens 
have higher education (average in the country – 15%); new citizens use 
Internet and electronic mail more often (every fourth of the interviewed new 
citizens gave the response that they “have used Internet or electronic mail in 
the last 7 days” (average rate in the country – a little less than every tenth)). 
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There are more students, pupils, self-employed, high or middle level 
managers, clerks, and civil servants among new citizens than on average in 
the country. The financial status of the new citizens is a bit higher than the 
country average: every third of the new citizens “can save a little bit of 
money”, bet only every fourth on the average in the country can do it. 

When asked whether gaining the citizenship has opened opportunities 
to take a position that was denied when being a non-citizen, 0.8% gave a 
positive response. 
  
New citizens’ emotional feeling 
  
 Characterizing their emotional feelings, new citizens (72%) more often 
than citizens and non-citizens said that they felt happy (60% citizens and only 
every other non-citizen considered themselves to be happy). Before any 
conclusions are made that it is exactly the new citizens whose emotional 
feeling is the best, we should remember that there are more young people 
among new citizens and it is exactly they who have said that they feel happy. 
At the same time there are more old age people among non-citizens. The 
average socially economic status of the new citizens is also higher than the 
total in the country, which is not an insignificant  precondition for person’s 
emotional feelings. 
 
New citizens’ political activity and choice  
 
 There is more interest in politics among new citizens than on average 
in the country: two thirds of them are more or less interested in politics (47% 
of non-citizens, 60% citizens are). 

A little bit more new citizens (72%) than citizens of Latvia on average 
(62%) participated in the local municipality elections in March 2001. Every 
other has motivated his/her participation in the elections as his/her citizen’s 
duty, every fourth had wanted to vote for the party he feels sympathies for, but 
every seventh had expressed a wish to support a candidate he/she likes. 

The union “For the person’s rights in a united Latvia” is the most 
popular among new citizens, as every fourth (26%) of them has voted for it; 
Latvian Union of Social Democrats is another popular one – every eighth 
(13%) has voted for it. 8% have voted for the Union “Latvijas ceļš”, but other 
parties have received new citizens’ support more rarely. However, it should be 
emphasized that every fifth has refused to give a response and has not 
mentioned the party he/she has voted for in the municipality elections. 
 The ones who did not participate in the municipality elections more 
often explain it with the lack of a registered place of residence (24%), being 
busy (22%), inability to choose which party to vote for (20%). 

In the elections of Saeima more often the support of the new citizens 
would gain the union “For the person’s rights in a united Latvia” (30%), as well 
as Latvian Union of Social Democrats (16%), Union “Latvijas ceļš”(7%), but 
the other parties are left little hope to receive new citizens’ support. However, 
it is not insignificant that part of new citizens would vote for the Union of the 
Peasants of Latvia (3%), Tēvzemei un Brīvībai/ LNNK (3%), People’s Party 
(3%). The fact that many new citizens have mentioned the union “For the 
person’s rights in a united Latvia”, Social Democrats, “Latvijas ceļš”, and 
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TB/LNNK as their second choice (if there were such a possibility) proves that 
new citizens’ choice is manifold and covers both right and left political forces.  
  
 
Figure 1. New citizens’ choice in municipality elections 
 Which party did you vote for in municipality elections? 
(% of new citizens who participated in municipality elections, n=289) 
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Figure 2. New citizens’ political choice in Saeima elections  
 Which party would you vote for if Saeima elections were held today?  
(% of all new citizens, n=404) 
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New citizens’ political opinions 
 
 New citizens are more certain about their political competence: only 
every fourth (24%) of them supports the opinion that “most of the people are 
better informed about politics and government that I am”, but almost 40% of 
the other inhabitants of Latvia think so.  It is a very important indicator 
because higher self-evaluation of political competence usually facilitates 
political participation and trust, which are conditions for the vertical integration 
of society. 
 New citizens more often (55%) than others have expressed satisfaction 
with how democracy in Latvia develops (48% citizens and 34% non-citizens 
have expressed satisfaction). New citizens’ opinion about “whether in general 
processes in Latvia go into the right direction” most often corresponds to the 
citizens’ opinion (46% new citizens and 47% citizens support it), but it is more 
rarely supported by non-citizens (32%). 
 The opinion about the possibility that Latvia could join CIS is 
considerably less popular among new citizens than among non-citizens: 16% 
new citizens and 28% non-citizens support it. 
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Trust in institutions 
 
 Interesting are the observations when new citizens’ political trust is 
considered. The new citizens’ opinion about the Naturalization Agency is 
unanimous: almost all new citizens (95%), in other words people who 
personally have visited departments and branches of the Naturalization 
Agency, have expressed trust in it. Almost two thirds (62%) of new citizens 
have been positive towards the Agency of Citizenship and Migration.  
 Like other groups of the population, new citizens more often have 
expressed trust in schools and mass media if compared with power and public 
institutions. It should be noted that new citizens’ attitude towards schools and 
mass media is closer to the non-citizens’ attitude, which is more cautious if 
compared with the citizens’.  
 Attitude towards church is similar (67-70%) in all groups (citizens, new 
citizens, non-citizens). 
 It should be emphasized that new citizens have more often expressed 
trust in both state and municipality institutions and civic organizations. 

Every third of the new citizens has expressed positive attitude towards 
the main state power institutions Saeima and the Cabinet of Ministers, but 
every fifth (20%) citizen and non-citizen has been positive towards Saeima 
and a little more often (22-24%) towards the Cabinet of Ministers. 
 New citizens are also more positive (57%) towards municipalities, while 
only 49% citizens and 39% non-citizens are positive about them. 
 However, the positive attitude could not be explained only by the fact 
that these people have received the citizenship of Latvia. The peculiarities of 
this group should be taken into account: higher socially economic status, 
larger initiative and activity. All these factors taken together also make a more 
positive attitude towards institutions: power institutions and others. However, it 
is important to emphasize that it is exactly determined and energetic people 
who have received the citizenship of Latvia. The survey of new citizens (new 
citizens can be considered an experimental group to some extent) shows the 
connection well: if people can successfully solve their professional, career and 
other problems important in life, their attitude towards the state power and 
other institutions is more predisposed. 
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Figure 3. Trust in institutions: new citizens, citizens and non-citizens  
I will name you several institutions. Please, tell me about each of them how 
much you trust them – whether you completely trust them, more trust them 
than not, rather do not trust or do not trust at all?  
(% of new citizens, n=404; % of citizens, n=1004; % of non-citizens, n=1005; 
the responses “completely trust” and “do not trust at all” are summarized) 
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New citizens’ attitude towards accession of Latvia to the European 
Union and joining the NATO  
 

The results of the survey prove the opinion that has already often been 
expressed - that Latvia becomes more attractive in the eyes of non-Latvians 
because of its expected accession to the European Union. It is also confirmed 
by the fact that 65% new citizens support the accession of Latvian to the 
European Union (53% citizens and 55% non-citizens support it). 

When answering the question about what conditions open the 
possibilities to become the citizen of the European Union in the future, half of 
the respondents have mentioned the citizenship of Latvia as the first 
response, which proves that the citizens understand well the perspective link 
between the citizenship of Latvia and the European Union. 

Joining of Latvia the NATO is supported by 31% of new citizens which 
is only a little bit bigger number than the one for the non-citizens (26%) but 
considerably smaller that the one for the citizens (59%). 

 
 

New citizens and the State Program “Integration of Society in Latvia”  
 

New citizens is exactly the group of society, if compared with the 
citizens and non-citizens, who most often have expressed positive attitude 
and interest in the society integration program. 
 Comparatively more often new citizens are aware of the given program: 
every other (54%) of the new citizens has heard about the integration program 
(about 40% of the citizens and 47% of non-citizens have heard about it). 
 New citizens more often than non-citizens have expressed positive 
attitude towards the integration program (72% citizens and 63% non-citizens 
respectively). 
 New citizens also more often support the opinion that Latvia needs an 
integration program – 86% (71% of citizens and 68% of non-citizens). On the 
other hand, the opinion that integration in Latvia takes place on its own is less 
spread among new citizens. 15% new citizens think so (18% citizens and 20% 
non-citizens). 
New citizens also more often support the opinion that the integration of society 
should be led by the state – 65% (58% citizens and 48% non-citizens support 
it). 
 New citizens more often (67%) connect the integration of society with 
the necessity to develop the feeling of belongingness to the country (57% 
citizens and 49% non-citizens), not reducing integration to the integration of 
other groups in society.  
 
 
Feeling of belongingness to the society of Latvia  
 
 It should be emphasized that new citizens more often (85%) than non-
citizens  (67%) have expressed the feeling of belongingness to the society of 
Latvia, which is a little less than the number of citizens, 93% of which consider 
that they feel belonging to the society of Latvia. 
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Readiness to defend the independence of Latvia  
 

75% of new citizens, which is the same number as among the citizens, 
are ready to defend the independence of Latvia if it were threatened. 45% of 
the non-citizens have expressed the same opinion.  
 
Motivation to gain the citizenship of Latvia  
 

The desire to strengthen the feeling of national identity – this is how in 
general the given motives for receiving the citizenship of Latvia can be 
characterized: “because I live in Latvia” (96%), “because I could feel 
belonging to this country” (90%), “in order to feel a full-fledged citizen of 
Latvia” (89%), “in order to participate in the elections of Saeima and 
municipality” (82%). 
 A desire for safety and protection is often mentioned as a motive for 
receiving the citizenship: “in order I could feel safer and more self-confident” 
(83%), “I think that Latvia will protect me more if I am a citizen” (69%). 
 Every other new citizen has also mentioned motives that result from the 
desire to solve professional, property and travel issues: “to make it easier to 
find job” (50%), “so that limits of professions do not refer to me” (52%), “so 
that I could buy land” (50%), “so that it were easier to travel abroad” (62%). 
 Two thirds of the new citizens (66%0 have expressed the opinion that 
receiving citizenship will favorably influence their children’ s life. 

When asked about why they had not tried to go through the 
naturalization procedure earlier, the people who had naturalized in 2000/2001 
more often mentioned the lack of information (19%), conviction that 
naturalization is a too difficult process (17%) and age limits (17%). 
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Figure 4. Motives to gain the citizenship of Latvia  
What reasons stimulated you to gain the citizenship of Latvia? Evaluate the 
given answers - whether these reasons were very important, rather important, 
not very important or not important at all for you. 
(% of new citizens, n=404; the responses “very important” and “rather 
important” are summarized)  
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New citizens’ opinion about the naturalization exams  
 

The requirement that the applicants to the citizenship should take the 
exam in the official language is more often supported by citizens (85%) as 
well as by the majority of new citizens (68%), more rarely it is supported by 
non-citizens. There are less those people who consider that there is a need 
for the exam in the history of Latvia: 67% citizens, 53% new citizens, 42% 
non-citizens. 
 The survey reveals an interesting fact – it is exactly the new citizens 
who more often accept the requirements of the official language and history 
exam (more than 80%). Only 2% new citizens value the requirements of the 
language exam as too high. Such an opinion is spread even among the 
citizens (9%), but almost every third of the non-citizens (30%) thinks that the 
requirements of the language exam are too high. 
 New citizens value the requirements as acceptable in all the language 
aspects: reading (81%), writing (85%), comprehension (83%), speaking 
(83%).  
 Frequently new citizens consider the requirements of the language 
exam as even too low (6% in writing, 10% in reading, 9% in comprehension 
and speaking). 
 Similarly three fourths of the new citizens (78%) value the requirements 
of the history exam as acceptable. 13% of the new citizens consider them to 
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be too high, but only some – 3% - too low. It should be emphasized that every 
third of non-citizens (34%) values the requirements of the history exam as too 
high. 
 Many respondents have indicated that the requirements of the exams 
have turned out to be easier than they had initially expected or considered 
based on the previously acquired information. 46% of the new citizens value 
the language exam as easier than they had thought and every third (34%) 
says the same about the history exam.  Frequently the exam has been of the 
same degree of difficulty as it was expected: 44% new citizens say so about 
the language exam and 53% - about the history exam. Only for some people 
the exams have turned out to be more difficult than expected: language exam 
for 3%, but history exam – for 7%.  
  
 
Figure 5. Degree of difficulty for the Latvian language and history exams 
compared to expectations   
How would you evaluate – were the exams more difficult, easier or had the 
same level of difficulty as you had expected? 
(% of new citizens, n=404) 
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95% of new citizens have admitted that the attitude of the staff during 

the exams had been kind and understanding. The same number also admits 
that exams had been held efficiently and professionally and the criteria of 
assessment had been clear.  

 
New citizens about the naturalization procedure 
 
 As it is known, state fee for naturalization is LVL 30, but, in order to go 
through all the procedure, resources to cover travel costs, expenses for 
photos, certificates, as well as for the passport are needed. Most often the 
amount of money spent for the naturalization process is LVL 36-40, which is 
mentioned by every fourth new citizen. 13% have spent LVL 30-35, about 
20% have spent up to LVL 30. Among the latter, most probably are the ones 
who have received discounts when paying the state fee. 15% of the new 
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citizens have spent LVL 41-50 for naturalization but expenses of 13% have 
exceeded LVL 50 and 12% could not remember their expenses. 
 
Figure 6. Costs of naturalization procedure  
How much money in total did you spend to go through the naturalization 
procedure and to receive the citizenship of Latvia, including the state fee, 
travel costs, payment for photos, certificates, citizen’s passport, etc.? 
(% of new citizens, n=404) 

12

10

13

13

25

15

13

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Difficult to tell, no answer

5-15 Ls

16-29 Ls

30-35 Ls

36-40 Ls

41-50 Ls

More than 50 Ls

 
Baltic Institute of Social Sciences 
 
 When asked how many months the naturalization procedure took, the 
new citizens most often have given the response – 6 months (29%). In total 
31% of the new citizens have indicated that the naturalization procedure had 
lasted from one to five months, 35% have mentioned the time period from 
seven to twelve months. Only for 3% it had lasted for more than one year.  
 
Figure 7. Duration of the naturalization procedure  
How many months did your naturalization procedure last? 
(% of new citizens, n=404) 

19

41

19
16

3 2

0

10

20

30

40

50

1 - 3 months 4 - 6 months 7 - 9 months 10 - 12 months More than one
year

Difficult to tell, no
answer

Baltic Institute of Social Sciences 
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Quality of work and attitude of the staff of the Department/Branches  of 
the Naturalization Agency  
 
 In 95-98% cases new citizens value positively the attitude and 
professionalism of the employees of the departments/branches of the 
Naturalization Agency: almost all new citizens admit that the employees’ 
attitude had been kind and understanding, that processing of papers had 
been efficient and professional, that the employees had been able to give the 
necessary explanations (see the distribution of responses in Appendix 1). 

88% admitted that there had not been queues and unnecessary delays 
(in 11% cases new citizens however have indicated to queues and delays, 
most often it had happened in the department of Riga). 
 Half of the interviewed new citizens have gone through the 
naturalization procedure in Riga, one fourth – in Daugavpils, Jelgava, and 
Liepaja taken together, but the others – in other towns and regional centers. 
 
Knowledge of Latvian 
   
 Although for only 2% of the new citizens Latvian is their native tongue, 
in 30% cases they have chosen Latvian as the language of the interview, but 
in other cases Russian is chosen (for 85% of the new citizens Russian is their 
native language). 
 Despite the fact that the language exam is passed in order to get the 
citizenship, only every fifth new citizen considers that his/her knowledge of 
Latvian is good and there is no need to improve it, but 790% of the new 
citizens admit that they would like to improve their knowledge of Latvian. 

However, the fact that 70% of the new citizens think that they could do 
a job where the knowledge of Latvian is necessary proves that the knowledge 
of the language is rather good (22% have admitted that they could do, but 
with some difficulties, a job where the knowledge of Latvia is needed; 5% find 
it impossible because, to their mind, they do not know Latvian). For 
comparison, every third non-citizen could not do a job where the knowledge of 
Latvian is necessary.  
  
  
Usage of Latvian 
 
 New citizens use Latvian as a means of communication most often in 
state institutions: in 86% cases they “mainly” speak Latvian or “more Latvian 
than Russian” in state institutions. Another place where the communication 
often takes place in Latvian is work: 55% of the working new citizens use 
Latvian at work. The same number speaks Latvian “on the street, in shops”. 

Latvian serves as a means of communication more seldom when 
meeting friends and acquaintances: only every fourth new citizen (23%) 
speaks Latvian among friends or acquaintances. 
 New citizens’ families use Latvian even more rarely (14%); they are 
usually families where the new citizen’s spouse is a Latvian. 
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 New citizens use Latvian in everyday life more often than non-citizens: 
33% of the non-citizens speak Latvian in state institutions, 26% - at work, 7% - 
with friends and acquaintances, 5% - at home.   
  
Figure 8. Usage of Latvian  
What language do you speak . . .   
(% of new citizens, n=404; working new citizens, n=244; response “no 
answer” are not included) 

8

20

7

16

54

6

35

17

37

32

16

36

44

35

9

66

5

12

5

31

0,2

0,5

2

3

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

At home

At work

With friends,
acquaintances

On the street, in the
shop

In state institutions

Mainly or only Latvian
Latvian more than Russian
Russian more than Latvian
Mainly or only Russian
Mainly some other language

 
Baltic Institute of Social Sciences 
 
 
Environment of the Latvian language 
 

The fact that 80% of new citizens hear Latvian at work makes us think 
about more or less active usage of Latvian at work. Three fourths of the new 
citizens hear Latvian in everyday life, “on the street” (77%), as well as on TV 
(60%). Radio serves less for forming the environment for the Latvian language 
(45%). 

For comparison, 61% of non-citizens hear Latvian at work, 71% - in 
everyday life, “on the street”, 54% - on TV, 41% - on the radio, which in total 
indicate more passive use of Latvian if compared with the new citizens.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Baltic Institute of Social Sciences, 2001 19



Survey of Newly Naturalised Citizens                                           March – April, 2001 

 
 
Figure 9. Environment of the Latvian language: new citizens and non-
citizens  
How much do you hear Latvian – very much, rather much, rather little, very 
little or not at all – in the following places?  
(% of new citizens, n=404; working new citizens, n=244; % of non-citizens, 
whose native language is not Latvian, n=997; working non-citizens, n=427; 
the responses “difficult to say, no answer” are not included)  
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28
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Baltic Institute of Social Sciences 
 
 
Attitude towards Russian as the second official language  
 
 73% new citizens support introducing Russian as the second official 
language (the responses “positive attitude” and “more positive attitude than 
negative” are added up), which is more often than among the citizens (26%), 
but more rarely than among the non-citizens (84%). 
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Appendix. New citizens' satisfaction with the quality of work and attitude 
of the staff of the Department/Branch of the Naturalization Agency  
 

Table 1. New citizens’ satisfaction with the attitude of the employees of the 
Departments/Branches of the Naturalization Agency  
(Absolute numbers) 

181 26 2 1  
3 1    
1     

16     
4 1    

31 2 1  3
5     

31 1    
1     
3     

25 6    
5     
1     
5 7 2   
1     
9     
6     
1     
1     
2     
8  1   
9 1    

349 45 6 1 3

Riga
Aizkraukle
Aluksne
Bauska
Cesis
Daugavpils
Dobele
Jelgava
Jekabpils
Kraslava
Liepaja
Limbazi
Madona
Ogre
Preili
Rezekne
Saldus
Talsi
Tukums
Valka
Valmiera
Ventspils

 At which division
or branch of the
Naturalization
Agency did you
pass the
naturalization
procedure?

Total

Completely
agrees

Rather
agrees

Rather
disagrees

Definitely
disagrees

Difficult to tell,
no answer

The staff behaved kindly and understandingly
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Table 2. New citizens’ satisfaction with the professionalism of the 
employees of the Departments/Branches of the Naturalization Agency  
(Absolute numbers) 

173 27 6 4  
2 2    
1     

14 1 1   
4 1    

30 3 1  3
5     

30 1 1   
1     
3     

28 3    
5     
1     
6 6 2   
1     
8 1    
6     
1     
1     
1  1   
9     
9 1    

339 46 12 4 3

Riga
Aizkraukle
Aluksne
Bauska
Cesis
Daugavpils
Dobele
Jelgava
Jekabpils
Kraslava
Liepaja
Limbazi
Madona
Ogre
Preili
Rezekne
Saldus
Talsi
Tukums
Valka
Valmiera
Ventspils

 At which division
or branch of the
Naturalization
Agency did you
pass the
naturalization
procedure?

Total

Completely
agrees

Rather
agrees

Rather
disagrees

Definitely
disagrees

Difficult to tell,
no answer

Documents were processed in a businesslike manner and
professionally
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Table 3. New citizens’ satisfaction with the quality of work of the 
employees of the Departments/Branches of the Naturalization Agency  
(Absolute numbers) 

177 27 4 2  
2 2    
1     

13 2 1   
4 1    

31 2   4
5     

31 1    
1     
3     

24 6  1  
5     

 1    
6 6 2   
1     
9     
6     
1     
1     
2     
9     
9 1    

341 49 7 3 4

Riga
Aizkraukle
Aluksne
Bauska
Cesis
Daugavpils
Dobele
Jelgava
Jekabpils
Kraslava
Liepaja
Limbazi
Madona
Ogre
Preili
Rezekne
Saldus
Talsi
Tukums
Valka
Valmiera
Ventspils

 At which division
or branch of the
Naturalization
Agency did you
pass the
naturalization
procedure?

Total

Completely
agrees

Rather
agrees

Rather
disagrees

Definitely
disagrees

Difficult to tell,
no answer

The staff was able to render necessary explanations
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Table 4. New citizens’ satisfaction with the operativeness of work of the 
employees of the Departments/Branches of the Naturalization Agency  
(Absolute numbers) 

139 32 27 10 2
3 1    
1     

14  2   
3 2    

30 5 1  1
5     

29  2 1  
1     
2  1   

23 8    
4 1    
1     
5 7 2   
1     
9     
6     
1     
1     
2     
9     
9 1    

298 57 35 11 3

Riga
Aizkraukle
Aluksne
Bauska
Cesis
Daugavpils
Dobele
Jelgava
Jekabpils
Kraslava
Liepaja
Limbazi
Madona
Ogre
Preili
Rezekne
Saldus
Talsi
Tukums
Valka
Valmiera
Ventspils

 At which division
or branch of the
Naturalization
Agency did you
pass the
naturalization
procedure?

Total

Completely
agrees

Rather
agrees

Rather
disagrees

Definitely
disagrees

Difficult to tell,
no answer

There were no lines and no unnecessary waiting
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Table 1. Reasons of not becoming naturalized

20 10,0

8 4,0

5 2,5

23 11,5

39 19,5

30 15,0

34 17,0

15 7,5
13 6,5

34 17,0
10 5,0
200 115,5

I was not ready to pass the
Latvian language test

 I was not ready to pass the
history test

 I had problems with collection
of documents

 I had no money to pay the
state fee

 I did not have sufficient
information

I was not certain that I did want
the citizenship

 I regarded the naturalization
process too difficult

Had no necessity
Could not summon up

courage, lack of time
Had not rights

Other

Why did not you apply
for naturalization

before?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of respondents who became naturalized in 2000/01
Multi-responses question
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Table 2. Division or branch of the Naturalization Agency
where respondents passed the naturalization procedure

210 52,0
4 1,0
1 ,2
16 4,0
5 1,2
37 9,2
5 1,2
32 7,9
1 ,2
3 ,7
31 7,7
5 1,2
1 ,2
14 3,5
1 ,2
9 2,2
6 1,5
1 ,2
1 ,2
2 ,5
9 2,2
10 2,5

404 100,0

Riga
Aizkraukle

Aluksne
Bauska

Cesis
Daugavpils

Dobele
Jelgava

Jekabpils
Kraslava

Liepaja
Limbazi
Madona

Ogre
Preili

Rezekne
Saldus

Talsi
Tukums

Valka
Valmiera
Ventspils

 At which division or branch
of the Naturalization Agency

did you pass the
naturalization procedure?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 3. Sources of information about the process of naturalization

62 15,4
132 32,8
209 51,9

15 3,7
149 37,0

16 4,0
403 144,7

From booklets
From TV,  newspapers, radio

From the staff of the
Naturalization Agency

From the local government
From family members,

relatives, friends
Other source

Where did you get
information about the

process of
naturalization?

Total

Count Kolonu  %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 4. Proud of being a resident of Latvia

119 29,5
191 47,3
32 7,9
11 2,7
51 12,6
404 100,0

Very proud
Rather proud

 Not very proud
Not at all proud

Difficult to tell, no answer

How proud are
you of being a

resident of
Latvia?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 5. Satisfaction with the development of democracy in
Latvia

34 8,4
190 47,0
120 29,7
31 7,7
29 7,2

404 100,0

Completely satisfied
Partially satisfied
Not very satisfied
Not at all satisfied

Difficult to tell, no answer

On the whole, how
satisfied are you with

the development of
democracy in Latvia?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 6. Attitude towards  the possibility of Latvia joining CIS

63 15,6
71 17,6
81 20,0

127 31,4
62 15,3

404 100,0

Support it
Rather support

Rather not support
Not support it

Difficult to tell, no answer

What is your attitude
towards the possibility of
Latvia joining CIS along

with Russia, Belarus and
other CIS countries?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 7. Readiness to defend the independence of Latvia

301 74,5

24 5,9

79 19,6

404 100,0

Yes

No

Difficult to tell, no answer

If the independence of
Latvia would be

endangered, would you
be ready to defend it?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 8. Interest in politics

83 20,5
192 47,5
107 26,5
17 4,2
5 1,2

404 100,0

Carefully follow political events
Follow the major events

Sometimes follow the events
Are not interested at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much are
you interested

in politics?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 9. Membership in some minority or cultural
organization

13 3,2

367 90,8

24 5,9

404 100,0

Yes

No

No answer

Do you participate in some
minority or cultural organization,

are a member of such
organization?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 10.1. Trust in television

26 6,4
239 59,2
112 27,7
14 3,5
13 3,2

404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much
do you trust

in television?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 10.2. Trust in radio

30 7,4
205 50,7
87 21,5
10 2,5
72 17,8
404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much
do you trust

in radio?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 10.3. Trust in the press

18 4,5
203 50,2
135 33,4
23 5,7
25 6,2

404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much
do you trust

in the press?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 10.4.  Trust in Saeima

19 4,7
129 31,9
132 32,7
73 18,1
51 12,6
404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much
do you trust
in Saeima?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 10.5. Trust in Cabinet of Ministers

20 5,0
139 34,4
116 28,7
62 15,3
67 16,6
404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much
do you trust

in Cabinet of
Ministers?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 10.6.  Trust in Latvian Army

60 14,9
121 30,0
68 16,8
42 10,4

113 28,0
404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much
do you trust

in Latvian
Army?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 10.7. Trust in police

50 12,4
174 43,1
104 25,7
51 12,6
25 6,2
404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much
do you trust

in police?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 10.8. Trust in courts

39 9,7
132 32,7
108 26,7
61 15,1
64 15,8
404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much
do you trust

in courts?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 10.9. Trust in church

145 35,9
127 31,4
31 7,7
25 6,2
76 18,8
404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much
do you trust

in church?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 10.10. Trust in  schools

118 29,2
198 49,0
40 9,9
15 3,7
33 8,2
404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much
do you trust

in
schools?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 10.11. Trust in political parties and movements

2 ,5
63 15,6

158 39,1
114 28,2
67 16,6

404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much do you trust in
political parties and

movements?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 10.12. Trust in trade unions

15 3,7
105 26,0
68 16,8
70 17,3

146 36,1
404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much do
you trust in trade

unions?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 10.13. Trust in  local governments

36 8,9
193 47,8
92 22,8
44 10,9
39 9,7

404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much do you
trust in local

governments?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 10.14. Trust in  State Human Rights Bureau

60 14,9
159 39,4
48 11,9
18 4,5

119 29,5
404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much do
you trust in

State Human
Rights Bureau?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 10.15. Trust in Naturalization Agency

203 50,2
180 44,6

6 1,5
2 ,5
13 3,2

404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much do
you trust in

Naturalization
Agency?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 10.16. Trust in Citizenship and Migration Agency

91 22,5
160 39,6
37 9,2
19 4,7
97 24,0

404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much do you trust
in Citizenship and

Migration Agency?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 10.17. Trust in non-governmental organizations

14 3,5
110 27,2
78 19,3
36 8,9

166 41,1
404 100,0

Completely trusts
Rather trusts

Rather does not trust
Not at all trusts

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much do you trust
in non-governmental

organizations?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 11.  Participation in municipal election

289 71,5
115 28,5
404 100,0

Yes
No

Did you participate in
municipal election in March?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 12. Motives of participation in municipal election

154 53,3
69 23,9

44 15,2

9 3,1

3 1,0
10 3,5

289 100,0

I performed my civic duty
I wished to vote for the party

which I like
I wished to vote for the

candidate which I support
My family members, friends

convinced me to
Other reason

No answer

What were the major
motives why did you

took part? Name one
- the most important.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of respondents who participated in municipal election
 

Table 13.  Party which for respondent voted in the last municipal election

4 1,4
3 1,0
38 13,1

24 8,3
10 3,5
12 4,2
76 26,3

1 ,3
13 4,5
2 ,7
4 1,4
45 15,6
57 19,7

289 100,0

Latvian Farmers Union
For Fartherland and Freedom / LNNK

Latvian Social-Democratic Workers
Party

Union "Latvian Way"
Peoples Party

Latvian Democratic Party
Association "For Human Rights in a

United Latvia"
Latvian Green Party

Welfare Party
Labor Party

New Christian Party
Other party
No answer

Which party did you
vote for in the

municipal election?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of respondents who participated in municipal election
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Table 14.  Motives of non-participation in municipal election

6 5,2
19 16,5

4 3,5

21 18,3
14 12,2
6 5,2

20 17,4
23 20,0

2 1,7
115 100,0

I am not interested in politics
I could not choose which party to

vote for
I do not believe my vote could

change anything
I was busy

Became of illness
I was away

Was not 18 year old
Had not passport, registred place

of residence
Another reason

What were the major
motives why you did

not take part in the
election?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of respondents who did not participated in municipal election
 

Table 15. Participation in the election of Saeima in October
1998

58 14,4
336 83,2

3 ,7
7 1,7

404 100,0

Yes
No

Does not remember
No answer

Did you take part in the
election of Saeima in

October 1998?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 16. Knowledge of political parties

234 57,9
349 86,4
320 79,2
192 47,5
365 90,3
325 80,4
227 56,2
266 65,8
190 47,0
135 33,4
222 55,0
314 77,7
188 46,5
151 37,4
24 5,9
16 4,0

404 870,8

Latvian Farmers
For Fartherland and Freedom / LNNK

Latvian Social-Democratic Workers
Latvian Socialist Party

Union “Latvian Way”
People

Popular Harmony Party
Latvian Green Party

Russian Party
Russian Citizens

Movement for Social Justice and Equality in Latvia
“For Human Rights in a United Latvia”

Christian Democratic Union (CDU)
New Christian Party

Other
Difficult to tell, no answer

 Which of these
political parties do you

know or have heard
about?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
Multi-responses question

 
Table 17. Choice of party in Saeima`s election

13 3,2
10 2,5

64 15,8

28 6,9
12 3,0
5 1,2
4 1,0

121 30,0

4 1,0

3 ,7
12 3,0
128 31,7
404 100,0

Latvian Farmers Union
For Fartherland and

Freedom / LNNK
Latvian Social-Democratic

Workers Party
Union "Latvian Way"

Peoples Party
Latvian Green Party

Russian Citizens Party of
Latvia

"For Human Rights in a
United Latvia"

Christian Democratic
Union (CDU)

New Christian Party
Other

Difficult to tell, no answer

Which party would
you vote for if

Saeima election
was held today?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 18. Second choice of party in Saeima`s election

10 2,5
20 5,0

49 12,1

29 7,2
12 3,0
8 2,0
5 1,2

71 17,6

6 1,5

3 ,7
4 1,0

187 46,3
404 100,0

Latvian Farmers Union
For Fartherland and

Freedom / LNNK
Latvian Social-Democratic

Workers Party
Union "Latvian Way"

Peoples Party
Latvian Green Party

Russian Citizens Party of
Latvia

"For Human Rights in a
United Latvia"

Christian Democratic
Union (CDU)

New Christian Party
Other

Difficult to tell, no answer

Which party would you
vote for in the second

place, if another choice
would be possible?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 19. Feeling of happiness

38 9,4
252 62,4
92 22,8
7 1,7
15 3,7

404 100,0

Very happy
Quite happy

Not very happy
Not very happy

Difficult to tell, no answer

On the whole, would you say
about yourself that you are

happy?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 20.1. Attitude toward the statement - I believe that most people
are better informed about politics and government than me

95 23,5
143 35,4
117 29,0
37 9,2
12 3,0

404 100,0

Completely agrees
Rather agrees

Rather disagrees
Definitely disagrees

Does not know, no answer

I believe that most people are
better informed about politics

and government than me.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 20.2. Attitude toward the statement - on the whole, the processes
in Latvia proceed correctly

24 5,9
162 40,1
121 30,0
37 9,2
60 14,9
404 100,0

Completely agrees
Rather agrees

Rather disagrees
Definitely disagrees

Does not know, no answer

On the whole, the processes
in Latvia proceed correctly.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 21. Knowledge of the State Program "Social Integration in
Latvia”

219 54,2
163 40,3
22 5,4

404 100,0

Yes
No

Difficult to tell, no answer

Have you heard about the
State Program "Social
Integration in Latvia”?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 22. Attitude toward the State Program "Social Integration in
Latvia"

75 34,2
84 38,4
13 5,9
6 2,7
41 18,7

219 100,0

Positive
Rather positive

Rather negative
Negative

Difficult to tell, no answer

What is your attitude toward
the State Program "Social

Integration in Latvia”?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of respondents who had heard about the State Program "Social Integration in
Latvia"

 
Table 23. Feeling of belonging to the society of Latvia

343 84,9
48 11,9
13 3,2
404 100,0

Rather yes
Rather no

Difficult to tell, no answer

Do you yourself feel as belonging
to the society of Latvia?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 24.1. Statement of state program of social integration

346 85,6

21 5,2

37 9,2
404 100,0

A carefully designed state program of
social integration is necessary in Latvia

No state program of social integration
is necessary for Latvia

Difficult to tell, no answer

Which of the statements
correspond more to your beliefs?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 24.2. Statement of process of integration in the Latvian society

59 14,6

296 73,3

49 12,1
404 100,0

Integration of the Latvian society is
going on by itself, no special direction

of it is necessary
Social integration must be  directed
and coordinated by state authorities

Difficult to tell, no answer

Which of the statements
correspond more to your beliefs?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 24.3. Institution directing the process of integration

262 64,9

72 17,8

70 17,3
404 100,0

Social integration must be  directed by
the Latvian Government

Only various voluntary
non-governmental organizations should
deal with the issue of social integration

Difficult to tell, no answer

Which of the statements
correspond more to your

beliefs?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 24.4. Perception of integration of society

272 67,3

82 20,3

50 12,4
404 100,0

Social integration means that all state inhabitants
are aware of belonging to the state and cooperate

in building their state and building their welfare
Social integration means integration of minorities in

the Latvian society
Difficult to tell, no answer

Which of the statements
correspond more to your

beliefs?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 25. Attitude toward Latvias accession to the European Union

100 24,8
164 40,6
66 16,3
33 8,2
41 10,1

404 100,0

Completely support it
Rather support

Rather do not support
Completely do not support

Difficult to tell, no answer

What is your attitude toward
Latvias accession to the

European Union?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 26.  Attitude toward Latvias accession to NATO

47 11,6
77 19,1

108 26,7
88 21,8
84 20,8

404 100,0

Completely support it
Rather support

Rather do not support
Completely do not support

Difficult to tell, no answer

What is your attitude toward
Latvias accession to NATO?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 27.1. Conditions that open the opportunity of becoming a citizen of the
European Union in the future - first answer

13 3,2
193 47,8
58 14,4

31 7,7
28 6,9
81 20,0

404 100,0

Joining some political party
Citizenship of Latvia

Acquiring the citizenship of a EU
Memberstate

Emigration to Western Europe
Nothing of the above

Difficult to tell, no answer

In your opinion, which of the following
conditions would open you the

opportunity of becoming a citizen of
the European Union in the future?

First answer.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 27.2. Conditions that open the opportunity of becoming a citizen of the
European Union in the future - second answer

13 3,2
31 7,7
85 21,0

2 ,5
45 11,1
70 17,3

158 39,1
404 100,0

Joining some political party
Citizenship of Latvia

Acquiring the citizenship of a EU
Memberstate

Citizenship of Russia
Emigration to Western Europe

Nothing of the above
Difficult to tell, no answer

In your opinion, which of the
following conditions would open you

the opportunity of becoming a citizen
of the European Union in the future?

Second answer.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 28.1. Prompting conditions for applying citizenship and its
importance - the fact that I live in Latvia

283 70,0
106 26,2
12 3,0
3 ,7

404 100,0

Very important
Rather important

Not very important
Not important at all

What conditions prompted you to
apply for the citizenship of Latvia?

Assess the following answer:
The fact that I live in Latvia.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 28.2. Prompting conditions for applying citizenship and its
importance - in order to have better job opportunities

90 22,3
112 27,7
98 24,3
100 24,8

4 1,0
404 100,0

Very important
Rather important

Not very important
Not important at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

What conditions prompted you
to apply for the citizenship of
Latvia? Assess the following

answer: In order to have better
job opportunities.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 28.3. Prompting conditions for applying citizenship and its
importance - to avoid professional restrictions being applied to me

106 26,2
103 25,5
81 20,0
107 26,5

7 1,7
404 100,0

Very important
Rather important

Not very important
Not important at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

What conditions prompted you to
apply for the citizenship of

Latvia? Assess the following
answer: To avoid professional

restrictions being applied to me.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 28.4. Prompting conditions for applying citizenship and its importance
-  to be able to buy land according to the same conditions as citizens

102 25,2
101 25,0
93 23,0
105 26,0

3 ,7
404 100,0

Very important
Rather important

Not very important
Not important at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

What conditions prompted you to
apply for the citizenship of Latvia?

Assess the following answer: To
be able to buy land according to
the same conditions as citizens.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 28.5. Prompting conditions for applying citizenship and its importance
-  it is better for my children

164 40,6
103 25,5
48 11,9
78 19,3
11 2,7

404 100,0

Very important
Rather important

Not very important
Not important at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

What conditions prompted you to
apply for the citizenship of Latvia?
Assess the following answer: It is

better for my children.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 28.6. Prompting conditions for applying citizenship and its importance -
to be able to travel abroad more easily

138 34,2
111 27,5
75 18,6
73 18,1
7 1,7

404 100,0

Very important
Rather important

Not very important
Not important at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

What conditions prompted you to
apply for the citizenship of Latvia?

Assess the following answer: To be
able to travel abroad more easily.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 28.7. Prompting conditions for applying citizenship and its importance
-  in order to feel safer, more confident

181 44,8
156 38,6
46 11,4
18 4,5
3 ,7

404 100,0

Very important
Rather important

Not very important
Not important at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

What conditions prompted you to
apply for the citizenship of Latvia?

Assess the following answer: In
order to feel safer, more confident.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 28.8. Prompting conditions for applying citizenship and its importance - 
in order to feel belonging to this country

214 53,0
150 37,1
28 6,9
10 2,5
2 ,5

404 100,0

Very important
Rather important

Not very important
Not important at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

What conditions prompted you to
apply for the citizenship of Latvia?

Assess the following answer: In
order to feel belonging to this country.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 28.9. Prompting conditions for applying citizenship and its importance - 
to be able to take part in Saeima and municipal elections

184 45,5
146 36,1
49 12,1
22 5,4
3 ,7

404 100,0

Very important
Rather important

Not very important
Not important at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

What conditions prompted you to apply
for the citizenship of Latvia? Assess the

following answer: To be able to take
part in Saeima and municipal elections.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 28.10. Prompting conditions for applying citizenship and its
importance -  I think that the State of Latvia would defend me more as a

citizen

150 37,1
128 31,7
74 18,3
39 9,7
13 3,2
404 100,0

Very important
Rather important

Not very important
Not important at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

What conditions prompted you to
apply for the citizenship of Latvia?

Assess the following answer: I think
hat the State of Latvia would defend

me more as a citizen.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 28.11. Prompting conditions for applying citizenship and its importance -  in
order to feel like as a full-fledged Latvian citizen

228 56,4
133 32,9
23 5,7
9 2,2
11 2,7

404 100,0

Very important
Rather important

Not very important
Not important at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

What conditions prompted you to apply
for the citizenship of Latvia? Assess the

following answer: In order to feel like as a
full-fledged Latvian citizen.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 29. Attitude toward necessity to pass the Latvian
language test

274 67,8

79 19,6

51 12,6

404 100,0

Yes

Maybe

No

In your opinion, should those
people, who wish to become

citizens of Latvia, pass the
Latvian language test?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 30. Attitude toward necessity to pass the test in the
history of Latvia

215 53,2

109 27,0

80 19,8

404 100,0

Yes

Maybe

No

In your opinion, should those
people, who wish to become

citizens of Latvia, pass the test
in the history of Latvia?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 31.1. Assess requirements regarding the Latvian language skills in
the naturalization test - reading

9 2,2
329 81,4
40 9,9
26 6,4
404 100,0

Too high
Acceptable

Too low
Difficult to tell, no answer

How would you assess
requirements regarding the Latvian
language skills in the naturalization

test regarding reading?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 31.2. Assess requirements regarding the Latvian language skills in the
naturalization test - writing

13 3,2
342 84,7
23 5,7
26 6,4

404 100,0

Too high
Acceptable

Too low
Difficult to tell, no answer

How would you assess requirements
regarding the Latvian language skills in

the naturalization test regarding writing?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 31.3. Assess requirements regarding the Latvian language skills in the
naturalization test - understanding

7 1,7
336 83,2
35 8,7
26 6,4
404 100,0

Too high
Acceptable

Too low
Difficult to tell, no answer

How would you assess requirements
regarding the Latvian language skills in

the naturalization test regarding
understanding?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 31.4. Assess requirements regarding the Latvian language skills in the
naturalization test - speaking

8 2,0
335 82,9
35 8,7
26 6,4
404 100,0

Too high
Acceptable

Too low
Difficult to tell, no answer

How would you assess requirements
regarding the Latvian language skills

in the naturalization test regarding
speaking?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 32. Assess requirements regarding the Latvian history knowledge in the
naturalization test

52 12,9
316 78,2
13 3,2
23 5,7

404 100,0

Too high
Acceptable

Too low
Difficult to tell, no answer

How would you assess requirements
regarding the Latvian history knowledge

in the naturalization test?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 33.1. Assessment of difficulties level in Latvian language test

12 3,0
177 43,8
184 45,5
31 7,7

404 100,0

More difficult
Of the complexity level I expected

Easier
Difficult to tell, no answer

Were the tests more difficult,
easier or just of the complexity

level you expected?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 33.2. Assessment of difficulties level in Latvian history test

27 6,7
214 53,0
138 34,2
25 6,2

404 100,0

More difficult
Of the complexity level I expected

Easier
Difficult to tell, no answer

Were the tests more difficult,
easier or just of the complexity

level you expected?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 34.1. The quality of work of the Examination Board - the staff
behaved kindly and understandingly

359 88,9
26 6,4
2 ,5
1 ,2

16 4,0
404 100,0

Completely agrees
Rather agrees

Rather disagrees
Definitely disagrees

Difficult to tell, no answer

The staff behaved kindly
and understandingly.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 34.2. The quality of work of the Examination Board -
examination was businesslike and professional

332 82,2
49 12,1
3 ,7
2 ,5
18 4,5

404 100,0

Completely agrees
Rather agrees

Rather disagrees
Definitely disagrees

Difficult to tell, no answer

Examination was
businesslike and

professional.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 34.3. The quality of work of the Examination Board - the criteria
of assessing knowledge were clear

339 83,9
40 9,9
3 ,7
22 5,4

404 100,0

Completely agrees
Rather agrees

Rather disagrees
Difficult to tell, no answer

The criteria of assessing
knowledge were clear.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 35. Expenses of passing of naturalization procedure and acquiring of
Latvian citizenship

39 9,7
52 12,9
53 13,1

102 25,2
59 14,6
51 12,6
48 11,9

404 100,0

5-15 Ls
16-29 Ls
30-35 Ls
36-40 Ls
41-50 Ls

More than 50 Ls
Difficult to tell, no answer

What total amount did you spend to pass
the naturalization procedure and to acquire

the Latvian citizenship, including the state
fee, travel costs, payments for photo,

certificates, citizens passport, etc.?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 36. Duration of naturalization procedure

14 3,5
24 5,9
39 9,7
24 5,9
23 5,7
119 29,5
25 6,2
27 6,7
25 6,2
19 4,7
16 4,0
29 7,2
11 2,7
9 2,2

404 100,0

1 month
2 months
3 months
4 months
5 months
6 months
7 months
8 months
9 months

10 months
11 months
12 months

Longer than one year
Difficult to tell, no answer

How many months
did the naturalization

procedure take?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 37.1. The quality of work by the staff of the particular
division/branch of the Naturalization Agency - the staff behaved

kindly and understandingly

349 86,4
45 11,1
6 1,5
1 ,2
3 ,7

404 100,0

Completely agrees
Rather agrees

Rather disagrees
Definitely disagrees

Difficult to tell, no answer

The staff behaved kindly
and understandingly.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 37.2. The quality of work by the staff of the particular
division/branch of the Naturalization Agency - documents were

processed in a businesslike manner and professionally

339 83,9
46 11,4
12 3,0
4 1,0
3 ,7

404 100,0

Completely agrees
Rather agrees

Rather disagrees
Definitely disagrees

Difficult to tell, no answer

Documents were processed
in a businesslike manner

and professionally.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 37.3. The quality of work by the staff of the particular
division/branch of the Naturalization Agency - the staff was able

to render necessary explanations

341 84,4
49 12,1
7 1,7
3 ,7
4 1,0

404 100,0

Completely agrees
Rather agrees

Rather disagrees
Definitely disagrees

Difficult to tell, no answer

The staff was able to
render necessary

explanations.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 37.4. The quality of work by the staff of the particular
division/branch of the Naturalization Agency - there were no lines

and no unnecessary waiting

298 73,8
57 14,1
35 8,7
11 2,7
3 ,7

404 100,0

Completely agrees
Rather agrees

Rather disagrees
Definitely disagrees

Difficult to tell, no answer

There were no lines
and no unnecessary

waiting.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 38. Respondets native language

8 2,0
343 84,9
56 13,9

404 100,7

Latvian
Russian

Other

What is your native
language?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
Multi-responses question

 
Table 39.1. Language spoken at home

33 8,2
26 6,4
64 15,8
267 66,1
13 3,2
1 ,2

404 100,0

Mainly or only Latvian
Latvian more than Russian
Russian more than Latvian

Mainly or only Russian
Mainly some other language

No answer

What language do
you speak at

home?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 39.2. Usage of language at work

50 20,5
85 34,8
89 36,5
12 4,9
5 2,0
3 1,2

244 100,0

Mainly or only Latvian
Latvian more than Russian
Russian more than Latvian

Mainly or only Russian
Mainly some other language

No answer

What language
do you speak at

work?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of respondents who are employed
 

Table 39.3. Usage of language with friends, acquaintances

27 6,7
67 16,6
178 44,1
127 31,4

2 ,5
3 ,7

404 100,0

Mainly or only Latvian
Latvian more than Russian
Russian more than Latvian

Mainly or only Russian
Mainly some other language

No answer

What language do you
speak with friends,

acquaintances?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 39.4. Usage of language on the street, in the shop

64 15,8
150 37,1
141 34,9
48 11,9
1 ,2

404 100,0

Mainly or only Latvian
Latvian more than Russian
Russian more than Latvian

Mainly or only Russian
No answer

What language do you
speak on the street, in

the shop?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 39.5. Usage of language in state institutions

217 53,7
129 31,9
36 8,9
19 4,7
1 ,2
2 ,5

404 100,0

Mainly or only Latvian
Latvian more than Russian
Russian more than Latvian

Mainly or only Russian
Mainly some other language

No answer

What language do
you speak in state

institutions?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 40. Latvian language skills

279 69,1
90 22,3
22 5,4

13 3,2
404 100,0

Yes, definitely
Yes, but with difficulty

No, since I do not know the
language

Difficult to tell, no answer

Could you work at a place
where the Latvian language

skills would be required?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 41.1. Usage of Latvian language in everyday life, in the street

83 20,5
227 56,2
78 19,3
12 3,0
4 1,0

404 100,0

Very much
Rather much

Rather little
Very little / not at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much do you hear
the Latvian language in

everyday life, in the street?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 41.2. Usage of Latvian language at work

77 31,6
118 48,4
36 14,8
10 4,1
3 1,2

244 100,0

Very much
Rather much

Rather little
Very little / not at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much do you
hear the Latvian

language at work?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of respondents who are employed
 

Table 41.3. Usage of Latvian language on television

69 17,1
172 42,6
127 31,4
23 5,7
13 3,2
404 100,0

Very much
Rather much

Rather little
Very little / not at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much do you
hear the Latvian

language on
television?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 41.4. Usage of Latvian language on the radio

51 12,6
131 32,4
119 29,5
48 11,9
55 13,6
404 100,0

Very much
Rather much

Rather little
Very little / not at all

Difficult to tell, no answer

How much do you
hear the Latvian
language on the

radio?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 42. Attitude toward introduction of Russian as the second official
language in Latvia

181 44,8
116 28,7
43 10,6
41 10,1
23 5,7
404 100,0

Positive
Rather positive

Rather negative
Negative

Difficult to tell, no answer

What is your attitude toward
introduction of Russian as

the second official language?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 43. Wish to improve Latvian language skills

285 70,5
90 22,3

21 5,2

7 1,7
1 ,2

404 100,0

Yes, definitely
No, I already have good

Latvian proficiency
No, I have no such

opportunity now
No, I do not wish to

Different answer

Do you wish to
improve your Latvian

language skills?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 44. tabula. Age of respondents

122 30,2
77 19,1
86 21,3
68 16,8
51 12,6
404 100,0

15-30
31-40
41-50
51-60

61 and more

What is your age?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 45. Employment

244 60,4
160 39,6
404 100,0

Yes
No

Do you have a
salaried job?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 46. Occupational status

18 4,5
19 4,7
64 15,8
59 14,6
24 5,9

1 ,2
61 15,1

36 8,9
120 29,7

2 ,5
404 100,0

Unemployed
Housekeeper

Pensioner (incl. disabled persons)
Student (full-time), school pupil

Self-employed (entrepreneur,
craftsman, private practice, cr

Farmer (working in his/her own farm)
Higher or middle-level executive,

senior professional
Regular employee – manual work

Regular employee – clerk, servant
No answer

What is your main
activity or status?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 47. Years lived in Latvia

212 52,5

161 39,9
19 4,7
10 2,5
2 ,5

404 100,0

I was born here (I have lived in
Latvia my whole life)
More than 20 years

16 – 20 years
11 - 15 years

5 - 10 years

How many years
have you lived in

Latvia?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 48. Total count of people in the family

34 8,4
89 22,0

120 29,7
119 29,5
32 7,9
6 1,5
1 ,2
2 ,5
1 ,2

404 100,0

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Number of people
in family

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 49. Count of children in family under 10 years

315 78,0
76 18,8
11 2,7
2 ,5

404 100,0

Nobody
1
2
3

Children under
10 years

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 50. Count of children in family aged 11 to 18
years

250 61,9
124 30,7
25 6,2
2 ,5
2 ,5
1 ,2

404 100,0

Nobody
1
2
3
4
6

Children/ adolescents
aged 11 to 18 years

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 51. Count of adults in family

52 12,9
195 48,3
100 24,8
50 12,4
6 1,5
1 ,2

404 100,0

1
2
3
4
5
6

Adults

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 52. The year of granting the citizenship of the
Republic of Latvia

4 1,0
16 4,0
21 5,2
52 12,9
108 26,7
201 49,8

2 ,5
404 100,0

1995
1996
1997
1998
1999

2000/01
No answer

When were you granted
the citizenship of the

Republic of Latvia?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 53. Respondents gender

125 30,9
279 69,1
404 100,0

Male
Female

Gender

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 54. Respondents nationality

3 ,7
259 64,1
36 8,9
52 12,9
13 3,2
22 5,4
5 1,2

14 3,5
404 100,0

Latvian
Russian

Ukrainian
Byelorussian

Polish
Lithuanian

Jewish
Other

What is your
ethnic origin?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 55. Frequency of usage of internet or electronic mail

108 26,7
36 8,9
7 1,7

252 62,4
1 ,2

404 100,0

Within the last 7 days
Within the last 6 months
Before the last 6 months

Has not used
No answer

When did you use Internet
or electronic mail (e-mail)

last time?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 56. Incomes per one family member

43 10,6
71 17,6

119 29,5
53 13,1
58 14,4
50 12,4
10 2,5

404 100,0

Below Ls 30
Ls 31 – 50
Ls 51 – 80

Ls 81 – 100
Ls 101 and more

Difficult to tell
No answer

What were your familys INCOMES last
month after taxes per one family
member, taking into account all

incomes – salaries, stipends,
allowances, pensions, etc.?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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Table 57. Characterization of material condition

40 9,9
217 53,7
127 31,4

4 1,0
16 4,0
404 100,0

I have to borrow money to buy food
I can hardly make ends meet with my incomes

I can save a little money
I save much money

Difficult to tell, no answer

How would you assess
your material

condition?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 58. The ethnic origin of spouse

65 16,1
129 31,9
18 4,5
15 3,7
11 2,7
10 2,5
6 1,5
4 1,0

142 35,1
4 1,0

404 100,0

Latvian
Russian

Ukrainian
Byelorussian

Polish
Lithuanian

Jewish
Other

Not married
No answer

If you are married or live with a
partner without official

registration, what is the ethnic
origin of your spouse?

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 59. Change of job and it motive

188 77,0
23 9,4

6 2,5

3 1,2

20 8,2
4 1,6

244 100,0

I have not changed my job
It was an opportunity to get better

remuneration
I was dismissed by my previous

employer
I got an opportunity to take a

position which was impossible
Different answer

No answer

Have you changed your job within
the last two-three years? Why did

you do it? Mention the most
important reason.

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of respondents who are employed
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Table 60. Language of the interview

122 30,2
282 69,8
404 100,0

Latvian
Russian

Language of the
interview

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 61. Locality

202 50,0
100 24,8

38 9,4
19 4,7
45 11,1
404 100,0

Riga
Daugavpils, Liepaja, Jelgava,
Ventspils, Jurmala, Rezekne

District center
Other city

Town, village, countryside

Locality

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
 

Table 62. Region

202 50,0
56 13,9
48 11,9
48 11,9
50 12,4
404 100,0

Riga
Vidzeme
Kurzeme
Zemgale

Latgale

Region

Total

Count Col %

Base: % of all respondents
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